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Far From It

A temperance lecturer displayed to
his audience two geraniums. The first,
watered In the usual way, was a beau-
tiful and vigorous plant. But the oth-
er had been dosed with alcohol, and
its foliage was shriveled and sparse,
its stem twisted and its vitality de-
cayed.

“Now, ladies and gentlemen,” cried
the lecturer, “what can you say to a
demonstration such as this?”

“It's all right and 1f 1 were a ger-
anium,” sald a shabby man in the gal-
lery, “I'd stick to water exclusively,
but I'm not a geranium.”

Grammar as a Burglar Alarm.

Mrs. Hubb—1 allow my husband no
latch key. He rings and I ask who's
there; then he says: “It's 1, and I
open the door.

Mrs. Kawler—But suppose a thief
should ring and say the same thing—
you'd be in a fix.

Mrs. Hubb—Oh, a thief wouldn't an-
swer “it's I; he'd say: “It's me.

A Different Kind.

When Willilam took dinner at the
home of his aunt one day he greatly
relished the dessert.

“What is it, Aunt Marie?" he in-
quired.

“Suet pudding,” replied the aunt.

“That's funny,” he finally ohserved,
*all the soot we have at our house is
black™

Disgraced.

Mre. Tinkle—They say that Mrs.
Neaurich is becoming more popular
every day.

Mrs. Dimple—Yes, indeed, you
should have seen how mortified ghe
was a while ago when she learned
that her husband owned common
stock in a railroad.—Satire.

ENOUGH IN ITSELF,

Howard—Reggy ig thinking—

Helen—I'm glad to hear of that

Howard—But I hadn’t told you of
what he was thinking.

Helen—No, but the mere knowledge
that he was thinking made me glad.

Hope.
*“Oh, may we hope?' the lovers say,
The silly geese! Of course they may!
There's nothing In life’'s horoscope
That's half so cheap as hope, eweest hope.
—Judge.

Betting an Example.

“What made you name your infant
son ‘John? "

“I want to simplify the city directory.
I don't believe In encouraging people
0 glve children the kind of fancy
names they give sleeping cars and
apartment houses.”

' Compensations.

“Isn’t it horrible this scientific
proposition to kill idiots in their in-
fancy?

“All wrong, of course, but then
there would be none left to rock
boats."

A Theory.

“How do you suppose Steggins ever
came to write me such an elaborately
sarcastic letter about so slight 8 mat-
tar?”

“Yery possibly,” replied Miss Cay-
enne, “he has just employed a new
stenographer and is trying to show
off.”

A Demonstration.

“What's become of the old-fashioned
gentleman who used to say that he
was ‘seventy years young ?"

“Oh, nowadays that type of old boy
doesn't say he is ‘seventy years young.’
He proves it by dancing the tango.”

Their Business Drawback.
“lI wouldn't invest in real estate In
an earthguake eountry.”
*“Why not?”
“Because it 1s all subject to ground
Tents.”

Mean.
“He's marrying you for your mon-
«y,” she sneered.
“Possibly,” she retorted. “If you
only had a million or two somebody
might propose to you some day.”

Double Blow. :
Young Man—I should llke to ask
your advice, sir, as to whether you
think your daughter would make &
suitable wife,
Lawyer—No, [ don't think lht
would. Five dollars, please!

Mrs. Smith—Is she lacking in tact?

Mrs. Jones—Why, if she had a law-
¥er to dinner, she'd most llkely intro-
duce the subject of theology.

The Kiss at the Gate.

““He klssed me at the gate,” sald she,
In speaking of her lover.
“l never told of it, but hLe
Repeated it twice over.”
—Judge.

FAMILY SECRETS.

The case had reached a eritical
etage. Even the judge seemed to
awaken to a Hve interest in the pro-
ceedings, for the most important wit-
ness was about to be cross-examined.
“So you are the lady’s mald?” began
the relentless barrister. “Yes, sir.”
“And where were you at seven o'clock
on the evening in guestion?’ *“I was
in my lady’s room, sir.” “For what
purpose?” "I was dressing my lady’s
hair, sir.” The barrister lesned for-
ward and spoke slowly and impres-
gively. “Now, think,” he sald, *1
want you to be very careful in an-
swering this question: Was or was
not your mistress in the room at the
time?"—Argonaut.

Darkly Hinted.

Somebody was talking to a newly
married couple who were ‘spending
their honeymoon at ScarBorough.

“You mustn't leave Searborough un-
til you've seen the cemetery,” he said
“it's well worth a visit!”™

They said they would go, but for
got about it until too late. Then the
young wife reproached her husband.

“George,” she said, “you haven't
taken me to Lhe cemetery vet.”

“Well, dear” was the reply, “that
is a pleasure I must have in the fu-
ture!”"—Pearson's. .

VERY THING.

Wifey—You know I never have a
thing to wear.

Hubby—Why don't you try to get
a position to play “Salome?™

Woman.
She may lack a sense of humor
As some men seem glad to boast,
But we'v® never known her yet to
Bend a brick by parcel post

: Good Advince.

“My son,” said the old hunter, “you
are starting out to earn your living as
a guide. Remember that some people
will want to see bear, while others
will want to see bear tracks.”

“Yes, dad.”

“It they're satisfied with tracks,
don't try to show "em bear.”

Underestimating Himsgelf.
“That's a valuable dog of yours.”
“Yes, but he doesn't know he's a

valuable dog. Look at him scratching
yonder in that cheap dirt when he
might as well be up the boulevard

scratching in ground worth $500 a front
foot.”
]

\

Heard at a Party. ;
Hostess—Won't you sing something

(modestly)--Well,

for us, Clara?

Former Preacher Sets Forih
Ideas That Cail for Most
Serious Consideration.

We are familidr with the tragic
fall of policemen who urge in extenu-
ation that they are not strong enough
to withstand “the system.” It ap
pears that this menace to freedom is
also felt elsewhere in other guises. A
Congregational minister writes to his
parishioners an account of his rea-
sons for quitting the minisiry for the
profession of law, which the Christian
Work (New York) publishes. His
father and grandfather, he tells us.
were Methodist preachers, and his
natural bent would have been toward

seminary days, that the Methodist
“organization” hampered the freedom
which he sought and seemed to find
in the denomination he later joined
But here also the “system” inter
vened. We read:

“Some of the pastoral tasks came
natural to me. I was at my best in
them, Others were anything but
natural, and I made it my task to ex-
ercise these that I might be an all-
around, good minister, Being unmar-
ried, T could 'live with my work, and
that I truly did, and no one ever
guessed that many times T smiled with
a false enjoyment. But 1 was learn-
ing slowly that there is a traditional
system. 'as strong as a stone wall,
and far more formidable than the
Methodist organism, which gradually
forces a minister into a certain rut.
Unconsciously 1t walle him in; his
vision, which was large, Is stifled, and
he will fight in vain, if he fights at all,
for freedom. And the very people
whe condemn the minister for his
narrow life are the ones who perpet-
uate the system.

“l am not complaining about the
remuneration of my - profession. 1
will ledave that for others who harve
felt the pinch of poverty more than I
have. You have done nobly in finan-
c¢ing our church, and have paid me 1Ib-
erally. My complaint is against the
system which makes the minister,
when publicly spoken of, & superman:
when privately spoken of, a weakling.
I have tried to belleve that this isn’t
80, but it is, and even in this village
and in this church people by their
conception of the ministry have made
the . minlster a s all man. He has
beev: banqueted and feasted. and peo-
ple have prayved that he -might be
guided aright, but seldom has he been
considered as the first creation of
God, a man.

“l1 didn’t think of these things at
first. I thought that the trouble was
in the ministers themseives, and that
the comments which came to my boy-
fsh ears were justified. But I ‘harve
come 1o see that many big ministers
have unconsciously fallen victims to
the system. A minister owes his po-
sition to popularity, and popularity
with the average congregation can be
bought only” at the price of con-
science. We compromise our big
tasks with popularity and we prosti-
fuie our manhood upon f{ts altar.
These thoughts came to me the more
forcibly when [ contemplated matri-
mony. A minister's wife is usually of
interest to the whole church. A mer-
chant has not got to choose a mate
who knows his business: nelther does
a doclor have to choose a wife who is
interested in the practice of medicine.
But a minister must choose as a
wife one who is not only interested In
the work of the church, but one who
is willing to make the sacrifice of a
tome that the church may have first
place. Perhaps this Isn't unjust.
There may be women who are
equipped for such work and who
would willingly take it up, but the
sacrifice of personality demanded by
the system of the minister's wife is
so great that I could not ask any
woman, particularly the one 1 have In
mind, to make {t. All I have a right
to ask of any woman Is to help me
to make a home.

“The last reason I suggest to you
for leaving your church is a spiritual
one. The thought of these other
things mentioned have strangled the
spiritual freeness which 1 used to en-
joy. To myself my sermons no long-
er sound as sermons having author-
ity. They are crowded and pinched
to please, and compromise rather
than condemn and inspire. 1 have
compromised with my. congcience and
I have compromised with my intel
lect. There is always a wide chasm
between my genuine thoughts and
my words. The virtus of an eloeu-
tionist may deceive the congregation,
but it cannot deceive oneself.

“1 believed that I was called to
preach. Perhaps God called me to
preach for a few years and then to go
elsewhere. Anyway. I am going. I
want a freer conscience and a freer
life. 1 honestly belleve that my lfe
will be efficlent. . . . y
~ “I amywriting at length that you
may see nu attitude and that it may
| be, af ‘have all my aects-in your com-
munity been, open and frank.”"—From
%he Literary Digest.
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HINISTER AND MAN|~

that fold, but he found, during his ||

they now do, we may endorse that po-

The Main
Issue

By REV. ]J. H. RALSTON
Secretary of Comrespandence Departinent

TEXT—Rey, 5:98—-For thou wast slain
and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood.

-

For decades aft-
er Luther’'s refor-
mation, in Eng-
land after the Wes-
ley revival, and in
this land and
Great Britain just
after the Moody
evangelistic cam-
paigns, it would
not have been dif-
ficult to answer
the guestion:
“What .is it 10 be
saved?” for the an-
swer would have
been uniformly:
“To be redeemed
from sin through the blood of the
l.ord Jesus Christ.”

The goal of salvation with very
many, and Indeed, with almost all, is
getting to heaven—if a man gets to
heaven he is saved. Presuming that
the answer is correct, and barring the
advent of Jesus Christ, which will pre-
clude the necessity of the Christian
dying and his soul going to heaven as

Ce—

sition. Let us note here some of the
conceptions of salvation that men now
hold, and of which we hear them
speak, but are a part of personal con-
viction; in some cases, however, noth-
ing more than feeling. In speaking
of this we would not impugn the sin-
cerity of those who hold them, but
we are convinced that many of them
are fatally mistaken, We have only
space 1o note three of thpse excep-
tions. '

I. One man says: “Man is 'aaved'
through the inevitable operation of
evolution. Man has been placed upon
earth for the purpose of development,
and if he exists beyond this life that
development will continue until he
reaches perfection.” That is a widely
received view, and the recent revival
of the evolutionary theory as devel-
cped in scientific Investigations, has
largely strengthendd it. Such writers
as Alfred Tennyson, who speaks of
that period “Far off, at last, to all,”
etc., have largely strengthened the
idea, and it is known that evolution-
ary preachers, if they do not general-
ly deny the salvation taught by Paul,
as some do, so emphasize evolution
that the salvation of man is involved
in the principle, and consequently
nothing else is needed.

II. Many indulge the conception
that man is saved by right living, but
just at this point of right living there
is difference of opinlon as to what
we mean. Many promptly say it
means doing what is right, but do not
define the word right. We must have
some criterion of judgment, and we
inquire for that.- Many, If pressed,
will say, it is acting in accordance
with the teachings of the Bilble, but
here agair there is difficulty, for many
only consider the teachings of the
Bible with reference to their relation-
ship to their fellow men, and they
claim that if they act honestly in their
dealings with their fellow men, or as
has been recently sald, give every
man a square deal, they are acting in
accordance with the teachings of the
Scripture. But, If & man s honest.
must he not consider more than his
fellow men? Does he not have God,
who 18 the author of the Bible, to
deal with? 1Is there nothing owing to
him, aside from Rhonesty in our deal-
ings ' withour . fellow: men? .
about high morals that are really per-
sonal, and what'about the demands |
that are made upon men as to the
worship of God, the dissemination of
religious truth, the individual religious |
life, involving the =study of God's.
word, prayer, etc.?

III. In these days there is a wide-
spread concepticn that a church con-
nection, or church life, is the essence
of salvation, consequently multitudes
are easily persuaded to connect with
the church, and to adopt a more or
less faithful church- life.
time to:call attention to the master's
well-known denunciations: of the
churchism of his day, of the tithing of
mint, anise and cummin, or Paul's
teachings touching mere churchism In
his day. The religion of Christ and
the apostles was the religion that must
have not only the shell of profession,
but it must have the kernel of reality
before God.

Here is the main issue, and a re-
cent writer has in true and beautiful

lines présented the thought in connée- |

tion with holy communion:

“Bavior divine! O evermore abide =

In ‘my- bdld' hearnt!.: Redeemrer,; M

Brdlthepowenlnhnmnndm(
adored; 2

When ﬁomnd the dear blood from Thy
wounded side
By God forsaken and by man denled—
Why was the crimson atream thus free-
i N m:;d'm
man was not to be mmm"
o mighty theme! thst doth doh-ew

pride: .
do'} wmwwamwmu-

mmmmnmmg
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What |-
! minutes later, upon answering a timid

We have no |

i ﬁnm and twilight?

VALUE OF WELL-TRAINED DOG

Beagle Hound, Not Much Bigger Than
'~ Big-Rat Terrier, Distinguighes
Himself on Hunt.

(By ISAAC MOTES)
Last summer when on a vacation
trip to the old home I had a never-
to-be-forgotten Saturday afterncon
sgquirrel hunt, which opened my eyes
to the value of a well-trained dog. a |
dog trained on one kind of animal
A peighbor boy owned ome of these
beagle hounds, not much larger than
a big rat-terrier.
My vyoungest brother had had =
good deal to say to me during the ear-

ll‘te.d Y. LiJ

1
lier part of my visit, about this won- |
derful little dog, so one afternoon he
borrowed the dog for a squirrel hunt
in the woods near town.

I went along more to please my
brother than because I expected much
success, for [ did not belleve we
could find any squirrels so near town. |

Beside I did net think the wood |
was very . good squirrel hunting- |
ground, even if it had been at a dis-!
tance from town, for the land was fiat |
and pcor, covered with a growth of |
post oak and blackjacks.

Then it was somewhat near the
vrairie, where 1 knew there were no
squirrels. There were no hickory
trees, nor chestnuts, nor pecang, and
I did not see what a squirrel could live
on in that flat, uninviting reach of
scrub timber and thin clay soil.

But befcre we got two hundred
yards from the home of the boy who
owned the dog that little “fice™ began
to distinguish himself. He threw him-
self into the woods and began liter-
ally to tree squirrels as fast as we
could shoot them out of the trees.

A few sharp “yip yipping™ barks
and the squirrel! was treed, and when
we shot it out the litile dog hardly |
noticed {t but dashed off after another !
squirrel. And he would simply stand
and watch a rabbit run away from
him and never show the least inclina-
tion to chase fit.

We were in those flat post-oak
woods not two hours, and we got
twenty-six squirrels, and had to take |
the Iittle dog by the collar at last
and carry him home to make him stop
hunting.

Grieved, but Polite.

Dorothy was so homesick at her!

first party and cried so bitterly that

the hostess’ mother suggested that it
would be better for her to go home.

Dorothy atvepted the idea, but a few.

ring at the door, the -hostess found
Dorothy bathed In tears.

*Well, Dorothy, I am glad to see
you again. Did you decide to come
back to us?"’

“No'm'm; 1 forgot t-to say I h-h-had
puch a nice time!'”

RIDDLES

Why is an amiable and charming
girl like one letter in - deap ‘thought,
another on its way towards you, an
other bearing & torch., and another
singing psalms?

Because she is A-musing, B-coming,
D-lighring, and N-chanting.

What is the difference between a
bell and an orgnn' .

One rings when” it's told (tolled),
but the other will be blowed first.

- Why iz love like a potato?

' ‘Because it springs from the eyu. &

Why are mn; ladies so mrual to

‘ Becsuse - ﬂicxmmth- oY/ Bve.

wmutwhoulnmu likeanm
vithmm' ;

When he has a vacancy for a pupil.

Whu:k:lnddlmbbm m.ybgm
hbemtdanum!

-

inquired the reason.

PECULIAR FEATURE OF VIXEN

Like Other Predaceous Creatures
They Do Not Disturb Game Near
Breeding Haunts.

There is a very peculiar feature In
connection with all predaceous orea
tures, both furred and feathered,
when breeding, and it is that thay do
not- appear to interfere with game

near their breeding haunts.

Even a vixen will leave the earth
containing her cubsd, pass right
through rabbits feeding near. und
never make an attempt to gatch ovne:

I al*hough half -a mile distant she will

chase down an unfortunate rabbit
and return with it to her youngsters.

This habit of the fox is pointad out
as a proof of the animal's cunning.
and her desire to curry favor with
the owners of game and poultry near
her nursery, for were she to commit
extensive depredations tMere the loss.
es she occosioned would be resented
and she and her youngsters would
scon be destroyed.

However, the vixen's motive [for
leaving things around her earth upn-
touched fs not that with which she is
credited; were she to make a clezr-
ance there little would be left for her
cubs when they commence to hunt on
their own acount, and it is untouched
for their benefit.

When the cubs are able to wander
a Httle from the earth thers is a
gpeedy disappearance of the rabhils,
ete., near, rendered all the more rapid
becanse the vixen has passed among
therz and they have grown to ignorse
foxes.

The active cubs give them a rude
awakening. It i= the instinct of moth-
er love which loduces a vixen to re
serve provender close by for her
cnhs.

TROTS IN LIFELIKE FASHION

Legs and Head of Beast Made to
Move as Jockey Beems tn» Urge
Him—Operated by Crank.

An amusing toy in the form of &
galloping horse hes been desigped by
a Kentucky man. It is particulariv
appropriate thege days when mechan-
ical toys are absorbing the youth of
the*land. The body of the horse is
fixed to a standard rising from the
case, but the forelegs and hindlegs are
pivoted to the body and at thelr mid-
dle joints. The tail and neck are also
pivoted to the body and the body of
the jockey is pivoted at the hips The
horse's feet are fastened to swing-
ing shafts that operate in the base by
meansg of a rotable gear. As one zhaft
Is pushed forward the other comes
backward, each carrying with it a

Galioping Toy Horse.

foreleg and hindleg on the same side
of the animal. The gear is8 ouperated
by means of a crank and the faster
the crank is turned the faster the
horse trots, bobbing his head and wav-
ing his tail, while the jockey seems
to urge him.

Why She Hurried.
Dorothy had heard her mother talk-

| Ing of Lent, and frequently noted the

word fast, but it conveyed an entire
ly différent meaning to her from that
in which it was wused. Dorothy's
mother observes Lent by fasting, but
evidently her daughter has got coms
to understand the meaning of the
word.

On Ash Wednesday morning she
was doing a little washing and iron-
ing for her doll, and was going about
it in_such a hurry that her mother

““Well, mother,” she replied, “isnt
this the day vou have to do =very-
thing fast?"

Neot Long to Walt.

Little Max was so restless aud
fussy when his mother took him
downtown that he caused her po esund
of bother. Finally the mwother ex-
claimed impatiently:

- “Well, young man, it will be a cold
day when I bring you doewntown with
me again.”

* Looking up into her face with pen
I'ect innocence the youngster said:

“Pretty soon it will be winter, tu't
it; mamma?™

Number of Hairs on the Mead.

German physiologist who counted

hairs on different hm,n M
M '




